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| than moſt other Men. It is not onely in Parlement 


CHARLES LUCAS, M. p. 


REPRESENTATIVE of the City of Duni in 
PARLEMENT, | 


To his ure beloved and honored 


CON ST IT U EN TS, 


Farrpon, Hearn and Coxconp. 


My moſt dear Countrymen, Fellow-Citizens and : 
5 Friends! 


12 E preſear Exigencies of vublic A Affairs call 


aloud upon every Member of the Communi- 
ty, to exert himſelf, in his Sphere, for the 
: Safety and Service of the Commonwealth. 


To this Duty, from which 1 no Man is | exempt, 3 
1 think myſelf in a more eſpecial Manner bound 


that your Repreſentative is to watch over, to ſup- £ 
port and defend your Rights and Privileges, to vin- 
dicate your Honor, to aſſert and maintain your 


Liberty; no; his Taſk is endleſs and boundleſs as 
the Truſtin him repoſed, | i 


II this be a duty incumbent on Members in gene- 


ral, it is, in a more eſpecial Manner, incumbent on 
me, whoſe Conduct the Public bas honored with 


every generous Mark of Approbation, and 1 in hem 


r . ü — 


© . 


[4] 


my Fellow-Citizens and their faithful Repreſents- 
tives in the Common Council have, at all Times, 
more eſpecially upon the preſent Occaſion, repoſed 
a Confidence heretofore hardly to be paralleled. 


If a juſt Senſe of my Duty did not conſpire : 
with my natural lckinations to diſcharge the great 
Truſt and fulfil the moſt honorable Col ionce 
repoſed in me ; theſe would lay me under new and 
indelible Obligations to exert myſelf, to the utmoſt 


ol my Power, in the Service of fuch truly noble 
and worthy Maſters. 5 


I cannot therefore, content myſelf with the ordi- 
nary Duties of that Station, to which your free and 


generous Suffrages have called me; but I muſt 


1 this, ſhall never - preſume to didate: That 
would be an Arrogance, of which I can never be 
; But, as it will be no Preſumption to ſay, 


that I have 1333 more abundantly, than moſt of 


you, in ſtudying the Inſtitution and Conſtitution, 

the State and Intereſt of our Country in general, of 

our City in particular; it will be judged but one 

of the Duties I owe you, to offer my Sentiments 

to your Conſideration, when any Thing of public, 

of national or civil Importance waits for your De- 

termination. And this, I ſhall do with the fame _ 

Freedom and Eaſe, that you will always find me 

ready to account for my political Conduct to = 
who 


E | 


Hold myſelf for ever bound to watch over all your 
political Concerns; and while, with all due Re- 
ſpect and Deference, I receive, and purpoſe moſt 
religiouſly to obſerve; the Inſtructions of my moſt 
beloved and eſteemed Conſtituents; I muſt, from 
Time to Time, offer them my Sentiments, on all 
public Matters, in which their Honor or Intereſt 255 
are actually or * to be concerned. 1 ” 


b reſt 1 in 


ol the City, have done right or wrong in — 
"WO 


7 5 


who have the undoubted and ſole Right to inquire 
| how your Servant has diſcharged and fulfilled his 


Duty. 


It is not be ſuppoſed, that any among you are 


ignorant of the critical Circumſtances of this City, | 
I may ſay of the whole Kingdom in her, upon the 


preſent Emergency. You muſt know, that the 


Capital of the Kingdom, the Eye and the right 


Hand of the Nation, wants a REPRESENTATIVE, 


wants a REecoRDER. Would I could ſay ſhe had LE 
not long wanted one or both !-----But iet the Dead 
Peace, and let us take Care of the Livi — 


War it not for the Sake Fw the Public, you | 


| muſt all ſee, it would be abſolutely indifferent to 
me, on whom your Election, into either Office, 
ſhould fall. I can have no private Pique or Pre- 
judice, no private Favor or Affection to incline me 
do oppoſe, or to eſpouſe, any Candidate for eiter 
Employment. I have, indeed, often taken the Li- 
berty to warn you of ſuch as you may not, conſiſ— 
tently with your Honor, your Intereſt, your Duty, 
your ſolemn Oaths and other Engagements to So- 


ciety, chooſe to repreſent this great City in Parle- 
ment, and I have alſo pointed out thoſe Characters, 


Which alone can demand, or, indeed admit of, the 
Voices of ſenſible and free Electors. I need not at | 
| Preſent trouble you with a Recapitulation of Senti- | 
ments, long ſince ſufficiently promulged. Fortu- 
£7 nately, you i have Time enough to deliberate on the 
Choice of a Repreſentative. It would be happy, if vou 
had had but a little more Time allowed you, to delibe- 
rate maturely and freely upon the Choice of a Re- 
corder. But that, without your Knowledge or 
Conſent, is fixed at a ſhort Day; and Time alone 


can ſhew how far the Superiors, in the Government 


. 
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and whether this was or was not concerted by the 


great, to fruſtrate the known free Intentions of the 
Commons. 


But, be this as it may, it is not fit that the 
: Commons, or the well-intending Aldermen, for, 
ſuch I muſt ſtill hope there are, ſhould be taken 


unawares. If this were the Caſe, Silence on m 


Side, when the City has ſo much at Stake, would 
be a moſt unpardonable Crime. And therefore, 


without regarding whom it may pleaſe or diſpleaſe, 


I have reſolved to acquit my Boſom of this part of 
my Duty, by lay ing before you, whom you cannot, 
and whom you are, in Duty bound to elect, to 


fill che great and . Office of Recorder of 
- this City, 


— ſpecially kde; hy no leſs Authority 
than that of Macna CHARTA, that the City or 


 DunLiNn SHALL BE FREE. And free, indeed, ſhe 


mult be, if it be not the Fault of her own Child- 
ren, her Citizens. 


While the ſeveral Offices of the City at are filled 


with ſenſible, independent and free Men, the ky 
muſt floriſh, muſt be free and happy. 


But, whenever the Electors of the Magiſtrates : 
and Officers of the City, forget or neglect the Prin- 
ciples of the Inſtitution, and, inſtead of chooſing, 
appoint Magiſtrates and Officers, without any Wo > 


gard to the requiſite r ee as private Af- 
fections or Prejudices, 


the Caprice of Faction, the 


Influence of the Great, or Self-Intereſt ſhall or 
may direct; farewel to the Liberty of the City! 
Freedom is but an idle name, a gaudy trapping, 
that ſerves onely to cover or ſe off a Slave. Dublin 
will 


this very important Election, at ſo ſhort a Period; 


„ 


1 


will then exiſt onely in name, and muſt become as 


venal, as much a proſtituted Borough, 2 as any of 
| — diſgraced —-—̃ Cities 


This, you will ſay, is painting things blacker 


than they are. I hope, it is ſo. But, let it be con- 
ſidered, that every Man who gives a Vote for a 


Repreſentative, a Magiſtrate, a Common Council- 


man, or an Officer for this City, whom Reaſon and 
Juſtice, or the firſt honeſt, ſecret Emotions of the 


Elector's Heart do not fully approve ; as much 


as in him lyes, and in ſome Degree, brings this 
Metropolis to the fad Circumſtances of a venal 
and proftituted Borough. : 


1 ſecure the perfect Freedom of this City, . 


every Magiſtrate tad Officer ſhould be perfectly 
free and independent. But this Freedom and 
Independence are in no City Officer more ne- 
ceſſary, than in the Recorder. = 


This Officer i is an Aſſiſtant or 9 Judge i in 


the principal Courts of this City. He is ſtanding 
Council to the Corporation of this City; bound 
not onely to conduct their Suits with the Crown, as 
well as the Subject; but to counſil and direct the 8 
Conduct of the Chief and Subordinate Magiſtrates, 
and the Common Council, in Matters of Law. 
He is alſo the Mouth of the Body Corporate; 
for, he is to <xplane and aſſert the Rights of the = 
City, in all Courts occaſionally, and to pronounce 
and deliver the Addreſſes of the City to the King 
or his Subſtitutes in the Government of this King- — 
dom. 


To inable hs to diſcharge theſe 3 Truſts, 


to a complete Knowledge of the Laus of the 
Land, the Recorder ſhould add a very perfect Ac- 


quaintance 


£421 


quaintance with the Hiſtory and Conſtitution of the 
City, an intimate Knowledge of it's Cuſtoms and 


Viages, It 8 Records, Charters, and Laws. 


Theſe are ſome of the material Neeber for 


2 Recorder. 


Need I add, that he ſhould be a Man 
of quick and clear Diſcernment, of ſound Senſe 


and judgment, acquainted with foregne Languages, 


tiving and dead, and a 


perfect Maſter of the Eng- 


liſh Tongue? The Necellity of theſe are obvious 


to every Eye. 


But, with all theſe, without other Requiſites, 


your Recorder muſt be maimed and inſignificant, 
an uſeleſs Burden or a perpetual Clog to the City. 


| He muſt be a Man of the moſt juſt and nice Senſe | 


of Morals, Religion and Honor, of the moſt 


;rreproachable and ſpotleſs Character, and of a Diſ- 


poſition, the moſt placid and humane, benevolent 


= and merciful, as well as juſt. 


" And even if all theſe and many other requiſite 
: Qualifications were actually 
cer; he would yet be deficient, if he were not 


ably 


poſſeſſed by this Offi- 


tely free and independent, totally inconnec- 
ted with Parties and Factions, and perfectly clear 
of all Influence of Government: For, the City | 
can hardly be free, or exert her Freedom to any 
good Purpoſe, while her Recorder, who is her 
Law Guardian and Protector, her Amanuenfis, 
and her Mouth, ſtands under any Degree of fini- 


ſter Influence, under any Sort of Awe of Power. 


Vou will not, 1 beten judge it Vanity in me 
to ſay, I know Something of the Hiſtory, Con- 
ftitution, Records and Laws of this City, 
the Rights and Privileges, 
of the Citizens. 


and of 
as well as of the Duties 
I need not ſay any TROP of my 


Zele 


1 
Zele and Fidelity in the Service of the City; theſe 


have already received the moſt honorable _— 
of your — 


Fou cannot then be ignorant of the Utility and 
7 Neceſlity of appointing another Member, as well 
as a Recorder, who is likely to agree in the Prin- 
ciples and Sentiments of the Member, you have 
already thought fit to approve, that they may all 
cConcur and draw regularly together in the com- 
mon Service of the City, regardleſs of private Inte- 
reſt, or the Influence of Faction or Power. Fr 


if this be a A b Fa which ow nb : 


all confeſs; you will not think of coupling diſcor- 


dant Servants together: For, beſides expoſing your 
City to every Calamity to be dreaded from place- 
ing a worthleſs Partiſan in either of theſe Stations; 
| from the Moment you elect a Man of Qualifica- 
tions, Principles, or Connexions, different from thole 
you do, or already have honored with your Appro- 
bation; from that Moment you uſe your utmoſt 
Means to tye up my Hands, and render me as much 
a Cypher, as when oppoſed, in the City, at Court, 
and in Parlement, by a former Officer of yours. Is 
there among you a Man who can wiſh this . 
is impoſſible. 5 


Look then among the Multicude, that lay Ge 0 
to this Office, and ſee how few there are that an- 
_  ſwer the neceſſary Deſcription. Then, aſk your 

on Hearts, whether you can or cannot, conſiſtent 
with the Truſt repoſed in you, content with 


your Oaths and Engagements to the City, from 


any private Motive, elect a Man, in any material 
Inſtance, found diſqualified? Whether you are not 
by your Oaths and every Principle of your Duty, 


bound to chooſe the Candidate, who comes — 
B the 
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the Teſt? Or to reject every Petitioner, till you 
find one fully qualified for all the juſt Purpoſes to 


be expected at the Hands of your! Recorder? 


If my private Sentiments were fully known to 


| you, the Declaration I am now about to make 
would be unneceſſary. I ſolemnly declare, 


I have no Sort of private Pique or Prejudice to 
any of the Candidates, nor any Sort of Affection 


or Favor to one of them, but what their ſeveral 


Stations, general — and Conduct in Life 


demand. 


If I be rightly informed, there are many Can- : 


didates for this Office. As Candidates, they fub- 
mit themſelves to a rigorous Examination. With- 


out this, you cannot pretend to elect; therefore, 


conjure you, examine them ſeverally, ſtrictly, yet 
N coolely, Cy, 6 


1 know, and am known to, ſeveral of ' theſe 


Gentlemen, who, I hear, are Candidates. In their 


private Capacities, I love and eſteem ſeveral of 
them. Yer, if the beſt Characters, and my near- 


eſt Friends among them, ſhould appear to me, 


poſſeſſed of a Place or Places, at the Pleaſure of 
the Miniſter, whether compatible or incompatible 


with the Office of Recorder, 1 ſhould think him 
abſolutely unfit for the Office, nor ſhould 1I hope 
i poſſible tor him and me to draw well e i in 
the tame Service. : 5 


It is to 8 clear to me, that no 


Officer of the Crown, even a King's Council, can 
conſiſtently be choſen to ſerve the City, in this 
Station. 


"Thee... 


33 
There i is nothing more natural than that Men 
ſhould, through Gratitude alone, be prejudiced in 


Favor of the Crown or the Miniſter, who promotes 
them to any Station. And this Gratitude, though 


often miſtaken, leads many a good Man to judge 


every Thing that is ſuppoſed to bear the Name or 


Sanction of the Crown or the Miniſter, juſt and 
good, and to believe it incumbent upon him to 
ſupport the Meafure. A King's Council cannot, if 


he would, plead againſt the Crown; nor a King's 

Servant, againſt his Maſter or Patron. How then 
can any Man, who wiſhes the City to floriſh in 
Freedom, chooſe a Man into a principal Office in 


the City, who is not abſolutely inconnected with, 
and totally independent of Power? The City, it 
is true, is great, and has much in her Power; but 
the Crown is far greater, and has much more 


: Power to gratify Avarice, Pride, or 3 


© then, Men ch to this Office, quite incon- 
nected with Power, have found it their Intereſt, 
when they could get no more from the City, to 


turn Tail to her, to neglect her Courts, to ſlight 


and to oppreſs her Citizens, and to turn and pay 
Court to Power; what 1s to be expected from Men 
_ choſen into this Office, who are confeſſedly pre- en- 


gaged in the Service of the Miniſter? Which are 
we to preſume, they will the moſt atduoully ſerve? 


I And, a Report bs been nduftricutly feed; to 
which no Gentleman can well be ſuppoſed to give 
Credit, That a Perſon of a very high and ſacred 
Character has entered into a compact with a lead- 


ing Gentleman of the Board ; by which it 1s ſtipu- 
ated, to engage the Intereſt of the Great Man for 


electing the Alderman into Parlement for the City, 


upon his ſecuring the derung the Great Man's 
Relation, Recorder. 


* 


— 
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It is neither juſt nor charitable to conic 2 Per- 
fon, who has ſupported the Character of a Man of 
Probity and Worth, in private Life, capable of 
offering, or permitting to be offered to him, eſpe- 

_ cially in fo exalted a Station as that he now fills. 
with Dignity, a Compact of fo baſe, fo infamous, 
ſo wicked a Nature. The Charge is therefore in- 
_ duftriouſly, and I dare ſay as truly, denied by the 
Great Man and his Ftiends. 
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And yet it is yy certain, that the Men, whoſe _ 
holy Offices ſhould ſet them above all worldly, ; 
Matters, condeſcend for a While to lay aſide 
the Care of their Flocks, out of pure Sug to the 
Citizens of Dublin, and to interfere in their Elections 
of Officers and Members of Parlement. Theſe 
Men of God have often diſtinguiſhed their Holi- 

neſs moſt eminently upon former Elections in this 
City. They failed not to ſpeak, write, and even 
| preach for or againſt the Candidates, agreeable to 
the Will of their Patrons, though againſt their own 
private Senſe aud Judgements. They have even 
deen ſome Time known to head Mobs, with 
Clubs, inſtead of Croſiers in their Hands, and 
Laurel, iuſtead of the Roſe, Olive or Palm, in their 
Hats, to ſupport Miniſterial Meaſures, ſubverſive 
of the Freedom and Rights of this City and King- 
dom. This clerical Condeſenſion never was 
known to go further than at preſent, in the peace- 
ful and ſecret Way of Solicitation; for though the 
reported Compact be abſolutely diſclamed by their 
Patron; they affiduouſly go about and uſe every 
| Kind of Influence, and offer every Kind of Return 
5 in their Power, to procure the Election of their 
Wt | Patron's Kinſman. This may, for ought I know, 
1 ſquare with the Rules of modern Divinity ; but : 
fure I am, it is not agreeable to any Rule of Chriſ- 
tianity, Juſtice or good Pol icy, that theſe Men ſhould 
moe ddle 


ns 11 


ddle ſo much in thoſe tempora! Matters, w hich : 

of Right belong to the Laity; while theſe Beaſts 
of the people, as a late Martyred Prelate called the 

Laity, are excluded from all Share in Spiritualities 
or eccleſiaſtical Government. 


But, ſince this holy Claſs muſt be officiouſly 

* meddling in all our Elections, and offering illicit 
Compacts, unauthoriſed, diſclamed and condem- 
ned by their Patrons; it is your Duty to give no 
Attention to their Politics, and to guard againſt 
their Artifices and Wiles, though covered over 
with Ermin or Lamb's Skin, He that would make 
the proper Uſe of Lawyers and Prieſts, muſt keep 
the one to his Brief, the other, to the Bible. 


The Office oY 3 well A c can 
leave little or no Vacation to fulfi!l the Duties of 
any other Office. So that, with this, every other 
Office muſt, in one Degree or other, interfere, and 
ſome muſt prove abſolutely incompatible. No 
Layman can have a better Right to Pluralities of 

Places, than Parſons to Pluralities of eccleſiaſtical 
Preferments. Plurality of Wives may be as rea- 
ſonable, though not ſo legal or politic, as plurality 

of places. And I muſt confeſs, I cannot ſee how 
it can be reconciled to the Duty of a ſenſible 
and good Citizen, to give his Vote for appoint- I 
ing a Weigh-Maſter of another City, at a con- —_— 
' fiderable Diſtance, the Clerk File Crown of a 1 
neighbouring Circuit, the Seneſchal of a Lord's 
5 Mannor, or The Prefident of the County Court, ad- ö 
joining the City, or a Commiſſioner of Appeals, each 
payed by, and held at the Will of the Crown, 
Recorder of the Capital City of the Kingdom, 
on whoſe Freedom and Independence, the Liberty 
and Well-being of the Whole ev — depends. 
So 


| \ 


Fe 
— 
-- 
” * dt 7 f ; 
— — D 
— 


ES - _ 4 -, + i - - Ag 
bi „ ry ” o 
p _ -t : + ve ga) _ 
= a _- . - 
— 3 
* 1 * "A. rr F * 1 6 1 6 
. N Db. 2 N 4 a”; N atk d ie \ 
22 — "x og + Vs _ 4 
0" — : N a — — — — 
_ md On — — 
. * — . * n * — 
, . N 
” - J 


— 2 
Wk i . * mo * 
* * * be * 
* 1 8 * N 
w + : - 
4 N 4 * RY ** 
_ - 1 a. ay 
- — — 
. „„ 
5 * a 


— 


[14] 


So much for Place-mer. It will ſerve full as well 
for Penſioners, and other Dependents. 


With reſpect to the as yet unplaced and uapen-- 


ſioned Candidates, let their reſpective Educations, | 


Diſpoſitions, Manners, Qualifications and Charac- 


ters, as Gentlemen, as Lawyers, or as Members 
of Parlement, be ſtrictly and juſtly examined, 
weighed and compared ; then 15 each Elector 
coolely judge, who is fitteſt to be Recorder. And 
determine, if any man can deſerve the Name of a 


Freeman or good Citizen, who votes upon * other 8 
Principle or Motive. 5 


This Officer may be in Effect, reckoned the 


chief Magiſtrate of this City, as he muſt be ſup- 


poſed the principal Counſillor of the Lord May or, 


as well as of the ſeveral ſubordinate . 


Every Man 1 that the Weight, the Dig- 


nity and Authority of the Magiſtrate, in a great 
Meaſure, depends upon the firſt Impreſſions made 
upon the World, by his Education and Manners, 
his Conduct and Character, in private: Life. 5 


If then, a Man Proves by his Addreſs and 


Manners, that he has not had the Education of a 
Gentleman; if he cannot ſpeak common Senſe, in 
common Engliſh; if he cannot write an Advertiſe- . 
ment or a Letter, conſiſtent with the ſimple Rules 
of Grammar and common Senſe; can he be a ft 
Man to place at the Head of the capital City of 


the Kingdom: None but ſuch as himſelf can think | 
fo. 


If any Man, lawfully convicted of atrocious 
yur ces, or of . dil Jojute Life or Morals, ſhould 
preſume 


OE © Þ 
preſume to offer himſelf, and ſure there is none 
ſuch among the preſent Candidates; would it not 
be a groſs Affront, an Inſult to every Elector, 
whoſe vote he aſked ?----Would not his Solicitation 
ſhew, that he believed the EleQtors of a piece with _ 
himſelf ? or that they made no diſtinction between 
Vice and Virtue? What man of Senſe, morals or 


good Policy, could proſtitute a Vote to Aa a profli- : 
gate, i ſuch ſhould preſume to ſolicit? | 


If a any Candidate ſhould ſolicit for your 5 
in this Election, upon the ſole Merit of his Father 
or Anceſtor; you may well tell him, the beſt of 


| thoſe had little enough for himſelf, and that it is a 
kind of Sacrilege to rob the Dead. Let every Tub 


ſtand upon its own bottom. But, if one of his caſt 
ſhould partially quote the little Merit of his Ancel- 

tor, and tell you he was Aldermanned, Mayored ot 
Knighted for his Whiggiſm, it is yours to finiſh the 
— character, if he chuſes to ſtop ſhort. I beg 
to be excuſed from the diſagreeable taſk. When 


you make it out, vote for a Recorder upon this ns 
footing, if you can. 


Shall I go farther and peak of Feng of 


| bribing Candidates? O! no; their propoſals bring 


with them their own condemnation. Let them 
lumber i in Duſt and Oblivion! ; oa 


Thus, mould I make objections to ſuch charac- 
ters, if ſuch were found among the Candidates. 
But J hope there are, or will be, none ſuch, at the 
Day of Election; therefore, theſe characters can 
onely be judged ideal, and as ſuch, can give no real 

and meritorious Candidate Offence. | 


I ſhould now turn to the more piealir.g Part of 
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my Taſk, the pointing out the Qualifications and 
Excellencies, of the ſeveral Candidates. But, want 


of ſufficient knowledge of moſt of them, prevents 
this; beſides, it can hardly be necellary — 
perſons of ſuch conſpicuous Merit. 


| Moreover, it may be unfit to grate the modeſty 


of ſome Gentlemen; whole qualifications, conduct 
; and characters ſpeak ſufficien ntiy in their F.: avor. 


But give me leave to e the motives and 


the Manner of my conduct, with reſpect to one 


of theſe Gentlemen. And, t hope, he will forgive 


me, when he finds that Self. enten will not 
| permit me to ſpare his Bluſhes. _ - 


I have bad Opportunities of knowing this Gen- 


tleman from his firſt ſetting out in life. I have 
known his Application and Attention to his Studies, 
and the company he kept. And upon many tri- 
als, I have ſeen the fulleſt proofs of the man of 
learning and ſenſe, of knowledge and Judgment in 


his Proſeſſion, of ſtrict morals and Honor, of pub- 


lic Spirit, Humanity and Gener roſity. 


' Your Calls brought me - Goa FO Manſions of 


Peace and Plenty, Where J farſt knew this Gentle- 
man, to this City, where I found he had, at my 
arrival, been ſome time called to the Bar, and had 
already gained the good Opinion of many Perſons 
of ſenſe and judgment, eſpecially 1 in his own Pro- 
5 feſſion. 


Soon cy my arrival, he gave a new. and ſtrong 
proof of his Generofity and Public Spirit, as well 
as of his Abilities, upon the general Election; at 
which, he offered his Service to the ſree and inde- 

pendent 


[ 19 ] 


pendent Fleftors, attended the whole fedions Elec- 
tion, and aſſerted and maintained the Rights of the 


Free Electors, and canvaſſed and ſerutiniſed the 
Votes of the others, with all becomi ig Penetration, 


| 11 with Zele and Fortitude, tempered with 
Modeſty and Benevolence. And all this, without 
accepting ay Acknowledgment either from the 
Electors, or from me. And for this ſignal Service, 
neither the free Electors or I could be ſuppoſed fo 
ungrateful, as not to think of him for the firſt Va- 


cancy of the Recorder's Office. 


Theſe, and thefe only, my Good Friends, were 


and ſtill are my Motives for recommending this 


1 But a mere Senſe of Gratitude could not have 
carried me thus far: I could not recommend my 
neareſt and deareſt Relation or Friend to you for 


this important Office, if I did not think him in all 
Reſpects fully qualified for the Taſk, as a Lawyer 


and a Gentleman, as well as from his being free aud 
independent in his Principles and in his Fortune, 
and clear of all Connexion that might biaſs his 
Judgment, or otherwiſe injure the City or Kingdom. 


If Iknewa Man that would accept of the Office, 


fitter for the Truſt than this Gentleman, I ſhuuld 


moſt readily recommer:d him to you; and if upon 


a fair and impartial Conſideration, you find one of 
better Parts and Ability, more free from the Influ- 
ence of fachon and pcwer, more independent in 


fortune and principles, more likely to give tunſelf 
up totally to the Service of the oppreſſed City and 
; | : C | | 3 | Corpo- «x | 2 


5 Gentleman to the general regard of the City, and 
particularly to the Common Council, at this critical e 
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Corporations, to vindicate and aſſert the Rights and 


Liberties of the City, to reſtore the Courts to their 
antient Weight and Dignity, and to eſtabliſh peace 
and Concord between the long-contending parties 


in this City, I ſhall readily concur with you, 


and heartily approve your Choice. But if ſuch 


ſhould not appear; I muſt think you bound in 


Juſtice, in Honor and in Conſcience, te give your 


free Suffrages to this free Gentleman. 


J have not viewed this gentleman in a par- 


tial light. I have ſtrictly examined every ſide of 
his Character. I diligently ſought for ſuch Excep- 
tions as might be offered with any weight againſt 
him. I expected to learn theſe from his Enemies. 
But Enemies, I found none. I looked among his 

Competitors, and there, indeed, I found two 


grand, and the only, Exceptions made to him. 


Jou will be ſurpriſed to hear them. How ſhall 
Il ſeriouſly name them to ſenſible and diſpaſ- 
ſionate Electors ?--Oae is, that he is too young; 
the other, that he is a friend of mine and recom- 


As to his Age, Outward Appearances, I confeſs 
are againſt im. His fathers, it ſeems, eat not 
of ſour Grapes, whereby their Children's Teeth might 

De ſet on Edge, He has inherited no Diſeaſe froni 
them; nor has he been faſhionable enough to 
have got any diſtemper by his own Acquiſition. 
Neither Malice or Envy ever found footing in his 
| breaſt. His Countenance is an open Index to an 


heart, where good humour and good nature, with 


Calm Serenity, uninterrupted with corroding 
Cares, ſecurely dwell. No wonder then, bis form 


1 


( 19 1 
ſhould not be bent, or his Brows furrowed with 
the premature marks of age. 


This may hurt him in the eyes of thoſe, who 


meaſure underſtanding and judgment by the real, 
adventitious or aſſumed appearances of Age, the 


moſt precarious proof of Senſe. . But this is a 


| moſt idle and ridiculous objection. Let him be 


brought to the proper Teſt, and judge upon fair 
trial, not by outward appearances. It is certain, 


if age be meaſured by the length of practice at 
the Bar, that this Gentleman is, by years, of long- 


er ſtanding than ſome of the — who 
— this unmanly Objection, ON : 


The next, indeed, I fear, is 1 greater weight, 


with ſome people. He i is my friend, the friend- 
| ſhip is mutual, and it muſt be permanent, becauſe 

it ariſes, not like what is commonly profeſſed, from 
4 Confederacy in Vice; but is founded on the 
unalterable Principles of Virtue. Upon theſe Prin- 


ciples, and theſe only, I do, as far becomes me, 
recommend him; no further. 


mW ſayed, my Recunmandatcs will hurt him. 
1 muſt yet be too charitable to believe it: For, 
if it does hurt him with others, it ſhould eſta- 

bliſh him in the affection of the Commons, unleſs 


: ſome better Cauſe can be aſſigned. 


Itisa trite, and OO proves, a true K 1 

that thaſe who injure a man, never forgive bim; 
while the Oppoſite holds as juſt, that the injured 

Man often forgives the Offenders s and — the 


1 
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Time will ſhew 108 * cheſe Adages 


are to the Board of Aldermen and to me. I ne- 


ver gave theſe gentlemen, nor any of them juſt 


' cauſe of Offence. I confeſs, not without ſome 
Exultation, that I was the firſt who opened and 
_ expoſed the Tyranny and Ulurpation of the Board, 


in the City, and layed a foundation for tac 
Reformation, which has file, partly taken 


place. S0 that the Voice of the Legiſlature has 
ſince proved, I was, at left in part, in the 


Right. 8 
Tus Veies. of the Free aud 8 Elec· 


tors called me home, and veſted me with the 


important truſt I now bear, in the diſcharge of 


which they have ſo often honoured me with their 
Approbation. I was ſince choſen a Common 
Council- man; and in my Conduct in that Sta: 
tion gave no ooo: man offence. | 


Although the whole, a every individual of the i 


Board thought it fit to ſet themſelves againſt me, 


in theſe Elections; yet, I dare appeal to them 


whether my Conduct in either Station did not 
prove a juſt Diſpoſition to Reconciliation, to 


Peace, Harmony and Amity. I challenge my 


direſt Foe to ſhew the Inftance where a 


Meaſure, propoſed in the Commons of the Nation 


or the City, whether come from a Miniſter or 
an Alderman, ever wanted my utmoſt, though 
| feeble Athſtance ; or where a bad Meaſwe, offered 
| by friend or foe, wanted = zelous opens. 


1 2 1 
If my Satisfaction were not allayed with ſur- 
priſe 4 Concern at what has ſin ce paſſed, 1 
ſhould with pleaſure reflect, that till the Corn 
Bill paſſed before Chriſtmas laſt, my Conduct, 
both as a Member of Parlement and K Common . 
Council-man was fully approved, or ſeemed to be 
approved by the Board . Aldermen. They muſt 
have ſeen, that in my political Capacity, I made 
no other diſtinction than what was juſt, between the 
Aldermen and Commons, and that I labored upon 
all occaſions to unite both parts of the Aſſembly 
in Sentiments and one Common Intereſt. They 
acknowle it. And fo far was I intruſted with 
their Confidence, that the Leaders of the Board 
and the Recorder joined in recommending me to 
the — Aſſembly for a Common Council 5 
man. 


4 5 beg leave to 4 theſe Gentlemen, 5 
how juſt they thought it, that their Recommenda- 
tion of me obſtructed their Intentions ? If they 
were in earneſt and in the right, I was the ſame 
man, I was before I was diſtinguiſhed by their 
Recommendation. And if they were but coun- 
terfeiting and actually wrong; 1 could not be 


the worſe for a pretended Recommendation. May 5 
not the {ame be ſayed, with reſpect to my Regards 


: for Mr. Dunkin? If I be right, it is an Argument 
in his favor; if wrong, his merit can not be leſ- 


ſened by my Attachment, whether well or ill 6: 


founded real or pretended. 


* the Gentlemen are diſpoſed for 1 and for 
promoting the true Intereſt and Honor of the City, 
and juſt Concord between the Governing Parts of 

the Corporation, as I muſt nov ſuppoſe and hope 


they 
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they are; they ſhall ever find me ready to for- 
give and forget what is paſſed, and to concur with 
them in every juſt and proper Meaſure, and that 
with the ſame diſpaſſionate and diſintereſted Views, 
that have hitherto animated and directed my Con- 


duct. It will then be the duty of every good 
Common Council-man to Join and heartily to pro- 
mote theſe happy Views. 


But, if they ill arrogate to themſelves powers 
derogatory from and inconſiſtent with thoſe of the 


Commons and Citizens; if they think proper to 
perſiſt in their late extraordinary Unanimity in op- 
poſing, oppreſſing, abuſing and vilifying me, and 


the Commons and Citizens in me; Selt-defence and 


Self. juſtification will authoriſe and require other 
Meaſures at our Hands, and it will then become 
incumbent upon the Commons and Citizens to u- 
nite and by all lawful Meaus, to 7 and 9 
all their bad purpoſes and Meaſures, 


But, I hope the time is at hand, when they will 
make all Oppoſition and Contcſt unneceſſary | in the 


City; that we ſhall be no longer like an houſe di- 
viaed AGAINST ITSELF, which can never ſtand ſe- 


cure; but that we (hall all, in our reſpective 


Spheres, bear and forbear with each other, unite 
firmly, and by that Union become ſtrong enough 
to aſſert and maintain the Rights and Privileges of 
the City and Citizens, againſt all Enemies — 8 
as well as foregna. 


3 folemnly declare, this is my principal with and 


my mean Intention in recommending a Man, who 
ſtands inconnected with and independent of Power, 
— man, who muſt hold an equal Indifference to Al- 


dermen 


„ 
dermen and Commons; a Man, who is incapable 
of ſetting himſelf at the head, or even of becoming 
a Member, of any faction in the City; a Man, 
who can no more join with the Commons againſt 


the Aldermen, than he can uphold the Aldermen | 


againſt the Commons, but would certainly look 


upon himſelf, as the Servant, not of a part alone, ph 


but of the whole; a man who, inftead of widen- 
ing, would repair the Breaches made between the 
governing Parts of the City; a Man, in whom the 
Corporations would find an affable, benign and 
zelous Advocate, and the Poor, a faithful Friend 


_ and Protector. —_ 


Such an Officer could not fail of making the 
City fully anſwer the Definition of a Body Politic 
and the great Ends of the Inſtitution. Such an Of- 
_ ficer would bravely oppoſe himſelf to every In- 
croachment on the Liberties of the City, to every 
Violation of the Rights and Privileges of the Citi- 
Zens, alike regardleſs of the Frowns, Favors and 
Menaces of the Minifters of Power. Can this be 
expected from dependent Placemen or ſlaviſn Pen- 
ſioners ? Let every day's experience anſwer this 
— . 0 ns 


Let then every worthy Alderman and Common 
Council-man weigh theſe Conſiderations coolely and 
diſpaſſionately. Their Declarations and Determi- 
nations on Monday next will prove of greater Im- 
portance, than any that have yet fallen before any 
Member of either Board. More depends upon the 
preſent Election of Recorder, than perhaps upon 
any that has been made in the memory of any 
man living. Is there an Alderman, a Sheriff, a 
Sheriffs Peer, a Commoner or a Citizen, who 
— | does 
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does not earneftly wiſh and long to emerge from 
the Slavery that has ſo long diſgraced all parts of 
the City? Whoſe Heart does not yearn to ſee the 
ſeveral 1 of the City, with the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Juſtice in the City Courts reſtored to their 
juſt Rights, Dignity and Authority Who 
loves his King and Country, and does not ardently 
deſire to ſee the Name of Freeman made an ho- 
able and adVARtagrous Diſtinction? 8 


Can you hope for theſe and the many other of 
late ſuppreſſed 3 being reſtored by any 


other means; than the happy Concurrence of the 5 


Members with the Recorder of this City ?-----Can 
you expect theſe Benefits from Courtiers? from 
Placemen or Penſioners ? from Purchaſers of Em- 

ployments or Bribers of Electors Good Citizens 

muſt maturely weigh theſe things, before they give 
a2 Vote, which they can never recall, and on * 
i che fate of this whole City depends. ; 


But whoever you determine to chooſe into 
this Office, it is incumbent on you to uſe ſome 


means to keep him cloſely connected with the 


City: The Office is lately made, contrary to the 
Inſtitution, and to the antient Laws and Cuſtoms 


of the City, in effect, for Life. The Recorder 
may now become a Placeman, a Penſioner, a 


Courtier, a Slave, and almoſt totally neglect and 
contema the City and the Citizens, without your be- 


ing able to remove him. As human Nature is 


frail, let me adviſe you to reduce the ſtanding : 
Salary to what it formerly was, before the late 
Recorder got an Augmentation. Then to keep 
up the Dignity of the Office, give any Augmen- 
tation you Judge proper, but let it be done an- 
aually, 


nually, a W which you may either 
wal 94 as you ſhall ſce juſt Cauſe; and 
thus the Office will, in effect, ſtand upon the an- 
tient footing, which was, and no Doubt, ſhould 
ever be, during the City's pleaſure. | 


Wet ie ee with l os too in Rader 
| juftifcation of my Conduct upon this Occaſion.--- 
If I did rot wiſh to ſerve you further, I ſhould not 
Wiſh to have a Recorder or another Member cho- 
ſen to co-operate with me. I ſhall never grow . 
| weary of your Service, while you, by generouſly 
aſſiſting and ſupporting your Servant, ore 158 : 
1 Gelerve every WE: man's care. 


I you chooſe a Yonder on ; whom you and I 
may rely; my taſk will be inlarged. But if you 


cChooſe a Recorder and a Member in whom I can- 


not confide; you at once tye up my hands and 
make me more uſeleſs than ever, amidſt the moſt 
fervent Zele and faithful Intentions to ſerve you. 
And though your late Conduct to me binds me for 
| ever to your Service, and makes it impoſſible I 
| ſhould quit my taſk or the kingdom for a Day, 
| While you continue in the ſame diſpoſition ; may 1 
not conſider your appointing men to theſe Office bs, 
of different Sentiments, 1 and Con- 


nexions from mine, as a kind of discharge from ; 
| * Service. 


4 thought it my | indiſpenſable "I to hey all . 
theſe Matters open to your View, as far as time 
and circumſtances could admit. 


TY find I am n charged with having introduced my 


Friend to the Fiectors, and ſolicifed and aſked 
Votes for hin. 


0 To 


* 
* 
* 
r 
1 
F 71 
X. 
4 
s *+&*; 
"3% 
x 
by” 
4 
> 


5 4 | 2 * ty 
* . 22 — — — 
3 4244444 „„ d '% 


| Sketch of his general Character and my 
for wiſhing he was . of the City. 


1 


To this, I e that I did attend Mr. Dunkin 
to moſt of the Commons, with whom I was ac- 
quainted. Where I had an Opportunity, I gave a 


otives | 


1 thou ght 1 it the Duty of my Sphere to do this ; 


and I was confirmed in my opinion, by finding, 
that ſeveral had generouſly declared, they ning E 

take my Recommendation of Perſons to fill one 
cot both the vacant places. In gratitude to this 
nc Inſtance of the Confidence of my Fellow Citi- 
zens, I thought myſelf bound to attend them. And 
1 cal upon them to atteſt my Conduct upon the 
Occaſion; whether I received or looked for a Pro- 


miſe, or offered any kind of unjuſt or unfair Influ- 


ence. Thoſe who are pleaſed to recollect my Con- 
duct, when I ſtood twice a Candidate for this City's | 
Seat in Parlement, will teftify that ſo far from ex- 
torting or aſking Promiſes = the EleQors, 1 re- | 
lizquiſhed and cancelled thoſe that ſome generous 
hearts voluntarily intruſted me withal, and advi'ed 
them to keep themſelves abſolutely diſengaged and 
free, till they came to tender their Votes in open 
Court. It is hardly to be imagined, I could break 
through a rule for another, which I obſerved and 
_ enjoined with reſpect to myſelf. And I hope, I 
_ ſhall now fee this golden rule ſtill more ſtrictly ob- 


ſerved by all Electors ; ſince he who is by force, 


fraud or artifice, ſurpriſed into a promiſe againſt 
the intereſt of his Country, and his own, Judgment 
and Conſcience, has no way of attoning for his 
Error, but by taking the firſt Opportunity of break- = 
ing through the illicit or unjuſt engagement. A 


wiſe man however will be cautious in —_ him- 
ſelf to this diſagre2able Alternative. 


4 cannot þ 
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I cannot conclude, without taking notice of a 


circumftance in the Advertiſements of the Candi- 


Þ dates, which ſeems to deſerve ſevere animadver- 
ſion. Why do theſe Gentlemen in an Addreſs to 

tis City, Raul! in the Word Aldermen, which never 
7 on made a part of thr Titule of the Corporation ? 


CanCandidates for the Office of Recorder beignorant 


of this? To what cauſe then ſhall I aſcribe it? 
Af I were inclined to be ill-natured, I ſhould 
Kall this a little piece of mean, ſervile flattery. 
But I ſhall not pronounce it ſuch, till I am inform- | 
ed, whether or not they introduce this word in 

their Petition. If any man does, he muſt 

fall under my Cenſure and ſhould under yours; 
for, it is a ſufficient Cauſe for rejecting the _—_ - 
tion; it does not, it can not come before the Gene- 

al Aſſembly of the Body Corporate of the City, 

V boſe titule is onely, the LORD Mayor, SHERIFFS, 
Commons and CiTizENs, And as there is no 
ſuch body politic known by the ſtile of the LoD 
MAvok, ALDERMEN, SHERIFFS, COMMONS AND 
Cirizxxs; if a petition with this or the like 


Addreſs, ſhould paſs the Board, it is the Duty of 


the Commons to reject it, not 'onely for the miſ- 


nomer, but for 1 it's evil tendency. 


2 would not be thought by this to * to 


5 aboliſh the word or the Inſtitution of Aldermen. 
There is no man, who wifhes more to veſt” all 
proper power in the Board and to reſtore it to juſt 
weight, Dignity and Authority, than I. They 
were the Uſurpations and Abuſes, not the lawful 


and juſt Power and Authority of the Board that 


induced me at any time to oppoſe or expoſe that 


Body. I ſhall ever be ready to give them due 


weight and a proper ſhare in the Government of 
| i = | the 
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the City, and to make them as reſpectable a Bench 
of Magiſt:ates, as the worthieſt ot the Beard can 
. wiſh; and I. ſhall heartily concur in endeavouri:g 
to fix this Corporation on the ſame reſpectable foot- 
ing with that of London, where the Titule is. Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen and Common Council. But till 
the Crown or the Legiſlature, which alone can al- 
ter the titule or the Powers of a Corporation, ſhall 
in due Courſe make this Adition 10 the titule of 
the City, I ſhall think it my Duty conſtantly and 
uniformly to oppoſe an Incroachment even in 
name. I mean no more, and think you can do 


Though I repoſe the moſt boundleſs confidence 
in your good Sei ſe, public Spirit and Integrity, 

I ca:inot help lamentig, that there was not a 
little more time given You to deliberate on the 
chice of this important and great Officer. If 
this could have been, I am perſuaded the weight 
of your ſeveral Corporatious would have ſeconded 
your good Intentious, by ſpirited Iiftructions, 
But, 1 hope, the Board of Aldermen will now _ 
prove themſelves the real, not the ſpurious pa- 
rents of the City, and not ſuffer their Child to 
be divided and broken in junder, If tins be the 
Cal, we ſhall all again uiite in perfect peace; 
Concord and Amity, and all be free and happy, 
to conti ibute to which, is the ſole Aim and Am- 

e ee „„ 


y moſt honored and beloved Countrymen, 
Fellow-Ciuzens and Friends! 


Your own, 


- $4 | | | ts 
nen . 


June 18th 1766 


